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ÁCurrent Planning Practices

ÁRecent and Ongoing Planning Projects

ÁUpcoming Planning Efforts



Sustainability is thinking long term.

3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȣ

ȣÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 
generations have the same or better opportunities. Brundtland
Commission 1987



ÁThe Sustainable Community Development 
Code Framework

ÁUniversity of Denver

ÁRocky Mountain Land Use Institute

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui


1. Environmental Health and Natural Resources
2. Natural Hazards
3. Land Use and Community Character
4. Mobility and Transportation
5. Community
6. Healthy Neighborhoods, Housing, Food Security
7. Energy
8. Livability

Á DRAFT ɀSome areas still in development





ÁClimate Change and Greenhouse
Gas Reduction

1. Bronze

ǐAllow mixed-use development by right in selected zone 
districts

ǐAllow live-work units in commercial and mixed-use 
districts

ǐAllow and encourage shared parking arrangements

ǐRequire sidewalks in all developments and connections 
with adjacent  sites



ÁClimate Change and Greenhouse Gas Reduction
2. Silver
ǐAllow recycling facilities in appropriate industrial and 

commercial districts

ǐReduce parking requirements for mixed-use developments/in 
mixed-use districts

ǐCreate density bonus and expedited processing incentives for 
infill and mixed-use developments

ǐEnact minimum density/intensity standards to encourage 
compact development

ǐLimit number of garages allowed on each residential lot (1-2 
vs. 3-4)



ÁClimate Change and Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction

3. Gold

ǐProhibit urban level development (e.g., more than 1 
residential unit/acre) outside defined urban service areas



ÁCoastal Hazards

1. Bronze

ǐ !ÐÐÌÙ &%-!ȭÓ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 2ÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ 
(CRS)program that provides flood insurance 
ÒÅÄÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÎÇ ȰÎÏ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÅ 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔȱ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ

ǐ Establish floodplain regulations that meet NFIP 
requirements

ǐ Adopt regulations that do not allow increase in 
densities in hazard prone areas



ÁCoastal Hazards

2. Silver

ǐ Adopt floodplain regulations that add a minimum 
ÈÅÉÇÈÔ ÏÒ ÆÒÅÅÂÏÁÒÄ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Χȭ ÁÂÏÖÅ 
base flood elevation



ÁBicycle Mobility Systems

1. Bronze

ǐ Eliminate free or low cost on street parking and charge 
market pricing, particularly in the city centers

ǐ Permit off street bicycle parking in lieu of automobile 
parking



ÁBicycle Mobility Systems

2. Silver

ǐEliminate single or limited use zones in neighborhood 
and community centers



ÁHousing Affordability
1. Bronze
ǐ Remove restrictions for constructing accessory 

dwelling units and elderly cottage housing units in 
residential districts

ǐ Remove prohibitions on certain building types (e.g, 
town homes, duplexes, single-room occupancy 
buildings) in residential zone districts

ǐ Revise or remove unnecessary dimensional standards 
that act to prohibit these building types (e.g., 
minimum lot widths greater than 20 feet)



ÁHousing Affordability

3. Gold

ǐ Remove large minimum lot size regulations to allow 
for small lot residential development

ǐ Permit duplex and multi-family housing in more 
districts, or as special/conditional uses in all districts

       District   Dev. 

  Use    R-1 R-2 R-3 RR Stds. 

 Residential Uses        

 Dwellings         

  Single-family dwelling, detached  P P C P x 

  Two-family dwelling ï duplex C P P  x 

  Two-family dwelling - semi-detached  C P P  x 

  Single-family attached dwelling, townhouse C C P - x 

  Multiple-family dwelling,  three or four units - C P - x 

  Multiple-family dwelling,  more than four units - - P -  

  Carriage-house  C - - C x 

  Live-work unit  C 
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ÁFood Production and Security

1. Bronze

ǐ Permit and encourage conservation subdivisions in 
rural areas

ǐ Permit the display of fruits and vegetables on public 
sidewalks



ÁFood Production and Security

2. Silver

ǐ Tailor accessory and temporary use lists to support 
agriculture, for example, allow farm stands

ǐ Permit grocery stores in all business and residential 
zones (allowance for small, corner stores in R districts)



ÁFood Production and Security

3. Gold

ǐ Create urban services boundary to restrict 
development outside of designated growth areas


